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A ſhort Eſſay on Tarr, Tarr- Water, but 


their Turpentine by bleeding, or Inciſions made near their 


Tarr run out at the Bottom of the Oven. 


and refers us to an Anonymous Author who diſtilled it, 
till it came to Pitch. He from twenty-two Pounds of the 
Norway Tarr, got eighteen Ounces and a Half of Acid 
Spirit, Oil ſeven Pounds thirteen Ounces, Pitch twelve 


eſpecially OILS of T AR R. 


I. L. Authors agree, that Tar is chiefly produced 
by. Firr and Pine-Trees, and of all Firrs, that 
from the Silver Firr is beſt. : Tar in America is 

made from Green Juicy Firr-Trees, with leſs Fire: But 

ſome Tarr is made in Norway, from very hard dry Tops 
of Firr-Trees, which have laid long dead on the Ground 
after they were fallen, or had been killed by drawing off 


Roots while ſtanding; but the more dead, hard, dried, or 
withered the Tree is, or the longer the Tarr has been 
kept, ſo much coarſer, thicker, and ſtiffer it is. Tarr is 
made by laying the Firr-Wood in great Heaps, covering 
it with. Sods or Turff, and burning it, which makes the 


Tu late. Learned Dr. Berkeley, Biſhop of Cloyne, in 
making Tarr-Water, ſeems to make little Difference ber: 
tween one Kind of. Tarr and another, whether it was old 
or new, Swediſh or Carolina; and as little does he trou- 
ble himſelf in contriving ſundry Ways to make Tarr-Wa- 
ters. A Quart of Tarr put into a Gallon of Water, and 
well ſtirred with a Stick, four or five Minutes, then let it 
ſtand till it clear, ſo pour it off, and drink Half a Pint 
Evening and Morning, is all the Ceremony or Craft he 
uſed: But the ingenious Dr. Hales has been equally cu- 
rious in the Choice of his Tarr, and Manner of making 
his Tarr-Water. But neither has he been too nice, in 
enquiring what Tarr communicates to Water. It's true, 
Dr. Hales tells us, what Tarr loſt, and Water gained; 
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Pounds fourteen Ounces, in all twenty-one Pounds thir- 
teen Qunces and a Halt, ſo two Ounces and a Half was 
loft in the Operation. A very ſuperficial Calculation, and 
as uncertain Principles. Dr. Hales makes a Difference, 
not only in the Quantity, but Goodneſs of Tarr, from 
the Soil, Age of the Trees, and Climate they grew in, 


tine, of which Pine Firrs afford a large Quantity, as well 
as the Larch and Turpentine Trees ta Coprus. Fohn/on 
ſays, that Pitch was formerly made from Cedar: And 
I! Theophraſtus ſays, Palm Trees yielded Tar, to which 
1 Pliny adds, Lentiſcus and Cypreſs. 
I Dr. Hates uſed ſeveral Methods to find what Water 
q gained, and Tarr loft, in his various Ways of making 
___ **Tarr-Water, both in Dr. Berkelcy's Way, and by beating 
them Halt an Hour with a Stick, and by dropping the 
Tarr into the Water, firſt through a Tin-Box holed in the 
Bottom, then through a holed Wooden Box or Strainer, 
both with No: way and Carolina Tarr. A Quart of thick, 
ſtiff, thirſty old Norway Tarr, made Dr. Berkele”s Way, 
with a Gallon of Water, a Pint of this Water evaporated 
gently in a clean Flrence Flaſk, leit forty-four Grains of 
thick, dark, reddiſh Tarr or Balſam, of a bitteriſh burnt 
# Taſte, which is near three-fourths of an Ounce to a Gal- 
lon of Water. A Pint of Tarr-Water made from new 
imported ſtiff Norway Tarr, uſed the ſame Way, left ſix- 
ty- one Grains, or above an Ounce to a Gallon; on ftand- 
ing ſome Days, this Water turned high-coloured. Ame- 
rican Tarr left twenty one Grains of Syrupy Tarr, or 
near Half an Ounce from a Gallon of its Water. Old 
Tarr ſtirred Half an Hour, a. Quart in a Gallon of Wa- 
ter, a Pint of it evaporated, left ninety-one Grains, or a- 
bove an Ounce and a Half in the Gallon. Half a Pint 
of Tarr dropp'd through the holed Bottom of a Tin-pot, 
into a Quart of Water, a Pint whereof left thirty-two 
Grains. Tarr-Water made by dropping or forcing the 
: Tarr into the Water, through Holes in the om of a 
4 Wooden Box, a Pint of this Water left only eighteen 
Grains, tho' it was dropp'd or forc'd into it five Times. 
The like Quantity of American Tarr-Water, left only 


ſix Grains. From four ſexera Sorts of very good Wor- 
| Way 


* * 


and the Times they had been bled or drain d for Turpen- 
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way or Swediſh Tarr, more ſoft and Oily than the for- 
mer, he found leſs Tarr in the Tarr-Water, whether made 
by ſtirring, or dropping five ſeveral Times, viz. from five 
to fifteen Grains, and leſs of the Acid Spirit, with which 
old ſtiff Tarr abounds more. All theſe Waters were firſt 
filtred, then evaporated; the Caps were dried after and 
burnt, but diſcovered no more Inflammability than be- 


fore, which ſhews that no Tarr or Oily Subſtance was 


left in the Paper. 
Bur all theſe Experiments ſolve not the Queſtion; 
what Principles or Proportions thereof does Tarr commu— 
nicate to Tarr-Water? Know then that Tarr (rightly di- 
ſtilled in a Retort and Receiver) contains two Kinds of 
Oil, viz. a lighter Oil, which ſwims on the Surface of the 
Water; and another browniſh, thick, heavy Oil, raiſed 
by a much ſtronger Fire, and falls directly to the Bottom 
of the Receiver, and is called Balſam. A Pound of Nor- 
way or Swediſh Tarr, and as much Carolina, put into two 
new, clean, glazed Earthen Pipkins, and eight Pounds 
of clear cold Water poured on each, and ſet to ſtand three 
Days, and ſtirred about ſeveral Times every Day with a 
Stick, then pour off all the clear Water when ſettled; di- 
{till this waſhed Tarr in two Retorts with Receivers, till 
all is drawn off to a burnt Cinder: Each Tarr loſt in this, 
waſhing, one Ounce three-fourths of fine Oil, but encrea= 
led the coarſe Oil or Balſam conſiderably beyond the like 
Quantity of unwaſh'd Tarr, from which no Tarr-Water 
was taken, The Water waſhes out the Acid of the Tarr, 
of which a Pound of Norway Tarr contains fourteen 
Drams and a Half, Carolina Tarr about twenty. So Wa- 
ter waſhes out only Oil and Acid Water. Take it thus. 


Norway unwaſh'd Tar, one | Carolina unwaſh'd Tar, one 
Pound diſtilled, yielded Pound. 6 
Os -- 2:6 . 3 
Acid Water o 14 1-half | Acid Water 1 4 
Oil 8 1 3 8 1-half 
Balſam 8 14 | Balſam 8 6 1-half 
Caput, Mort. 2 10 Caput. Mort. 2 12 
Loſt ©, o 1-half | Lott - 0 
8 © © 
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[if One Pound of Norway Tar | One Pound of Carolina Tar 9 
4 waſn'd with eight Pounds waſh'd with eight Pounds 7 


4 of Water, the Water pou- | of Water = 
't ET > td ozd 
| Ib oz d. Poured off 7 12 13 ; 
4 7 12 13 I Rem. Tar & Water 13 3 4 
| 1 3 3 remain'd | | — |; 
1 — Diſtilled 9 © © 1 
4 oz d. | . 

1 Water 5 10 0 d, 
Y! Oil = 27 Water 6 1 
1Balſam 9 8 Oil 2 © 1-half 
1 Caput. Mort, 2 3 Balſam os 
1 Loſt 6 1 Caput. Mort. 2 6 
1 — — — | Loſt o © 1-half 

* 3 | 1 
|| | — | EF 3 


| | 1 — 
Thus we are ſure what Principles Norway, Swediſh, 
and Carolina Tarr conſiſt of, except the Earth and fixed 
Salt contained in the Caput Mortuum of unwaſh'd Tarr: 
But Tarr, if deſigned for making good Pitch, a fourth 
of the whole is only drawn off, and in the Receiver that 
— itſelf into three different Liquors, ſeparable by In- 
Clination, viz, a coarſe light Oil, which ſwims a- top, an 
Acid Water in the middle, and a thick heavy Oil or 
Balſam at the Bottom, chiefly uſed by Farriers and Lee- 
ches, who deal in the Diſeaſes of Brutes: But when the 
firſt Oil is ſeveral Times rectified, it makes a fine Medi- 
cine for Human Bodies; it's - of a yellowiſh Colour, taſtes 

ſomewhat Tarriſh, Nauſeous, and Acid, and often has a 
mall thick Cloud in it, The Acid Cloud and Colour are 
from a little of the Acid Water and Balſam which it ſtill 
retains. But by three or four more Rectifications, it be- 
comes a noble generous Medicine, clear as Chryſtal, fluid 
as Water, of a pungent Volatile Smell, a ſtrong Aroma- 
tic Taſte, ſomewhat bitteriſh, and in the Mouth ſeems a 
meer Heap of Volatile Salts, wrapt up or entangled in a 
fine ſoft ſmooth Oil. The Acid Water Rectified ſeveral 
11 Times, till no more Balſam riſes, is a pleaſant Acid, pre- 
18 ferable to the Mineral Acid, and exceeds the Vegetable 
1 . | in 
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to bring it to the Conſiſtence of a dark brown, ſmooth, 

fine Balſam, very efficacious in outward Applications. 
O1Ls of Tarr and Turpentine are equally inflammable, 

and <qually incommutable with Water, but with Cream, 


the Yoik of an Egg, or the like. Nor will grinding 


them with Sugar or Lixivial Salt and Water, make them 
incorporate; either of them dropp'd into Water wherein 


Salt of Tartar was diſſolved, tho' the Oil kept a- top, yet 


the Water taſted ſtrong of it; but the Water with Oil 
of Turpentine taſted more faintly than with Oil of Tarr. } 
Nor would any of the three above Oils of Tarr, ground 
with fix'd Lixivial Salts, mix with Water, or diſſolve the 
Salts. Oils of Tarr and Vitriol fermented a little, ſmoak- 
ed much, and made a reddiſh Balſam: But theſe Effects 
were not conſpicuous with Spirit of Vitriol, which is a 
weaker Acid. ÆEtherial Oil of Tarr, and Oil of Vitriol 
mix'd, were very hot, and made a Balſam of the Colour 
and Conſiſtence of freſh Blood from a Vein; which ſnews 


that Oil of Tarr retains a good deal of Acid, till it be of- 


ten rectified, which it muſt be till it ſend over no more 


browniſh Acid or Balſam, and becomes a beautiful, trangy, # 


ſparent, pungent, bitteriſh, pleaſant, aromatic, cryſtalis 
Oil. Oil of Tarr, and Spirit of Nitre mix'd, fernaghted Þ= 
with a loud hiſſing Noiſe, a violent Ebullition, thick red- 
diſh ſmoak, as tho' it would have flamed out; they wers 
very hot, ſwelled greatly, and left a beautiful, dark brown. - 
iſh red Balſam. But Rectified Oil and Spirit of Nitre would 
not incorporate nor ferment; but this Mixture put to the laſt 
preceding, after its Fermentation was over, a new and more 
violent one followed. Oil of Turpentine and Spirit of 
Nitre fermented not, but with the two laſt Mixtures they 
ſmoaked, ſwelled and fermented moſt violently with in- 
tenſe Heat. Any of the Oils of Tarr put to Blood,, Bile, 
or Serum, prevent their Putrefaction intirely, but cannot" "| 


reſtore them when putrified: They alter neither Colour 
nor Conſiſtence of the Blood: But the Rectified Acid Spi- 


rit cruddles the Blood immediately to a hard Cake. A 
Circle made on a Table with Oils of Tar, and Inſects, 
whether Terreſtrious or from Animal Bodies, laid in the 

| : | middle 
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preſently kills them, which gives the Reaſon why white 
Boards or Deals Worm-eat fo ſoon, and red Deals endures 
ſo long; or why Trees that have been often bled for their 
- . Turpentine, make not ſo good Boards. And the incor- 
ruptibility of Animal Jaices with this Oil, ſhews it to 
be a great Preſervative and Antidote againſt Epidemic 
; Peſtilential Diſeaſes. And ſince it ſo effectually kills In- 
& ſects, here is an eaſy, ſure, and ſafe Remedy againſt 
Worms in Man and Beaft, and Buggs in Furniture. 


* - — 
» ä AD i544 Hom > — 
r N ＋ 9 2 * 


not to be uſed till it's well diluted, nor in a thick grum- 
mous ſizy State of the Blood, but a ſingular Remedy in a 
rarified State: Nor is there any Fear of the Oil coagulat- 
ing or over-thinning the Blood. And as theſe will not 
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Ul vial Salts or Sugar be added, it's plain they do not mix 
wich the Animal Juices without tome ſoapy Matter in- 
tervene, which is the Bile. But the Rectified Oil ſtill re- 
& tained ſo much of its Acid, as to prevent a ſtrong Fer- 
mentation with Spirit of Nitre, till that with the Ætherial 
Oil was put to it. As Water taſted more faintly with Oil 
Turpentine, than with Etherial Oil of Tarr; the aro- 
Fmatic Particles of the latter are more ſeparable, ſooner 
= diſpepſed in the Body, and leſs offenſive to the Stomach. 
Noa for a ſhort Abſtract of the Biſhop of Cloyne's Siris 
an the Virtues and Principles of Tarr and Tarr-Water, 
which he makes a Panacoa without a why or wherefore. 
He ſays, * it either wholly prevents, or renders the Small 
FF < Pox more mild and favourable: It mitigates or cures 
8 < the French Pox: It cures Leproſy, Scab, Itch, Ulcers, 
* Sores old or new, King's-Evil; all cuticular Eruptions 
and eruptive Fevers; Gout, Scurvy, Rheumatiſm; all 
£ Inflammatory Fevers, Perpneumony, Pleuriſy, Quinſey, 
Rs < Inflammations, It cures Intermittent, Remittent, con- 
E#< tinual, Hectical, Acute, Slow, Nervous, Epidemic, 
Malignant, Putrid, Catarrhous, Peſtilential, &c Fe- 
vers; Coughs, Aſthma, Phthyſic, whether Scrophulous, 
Cachectic, or from ulcerated Lungs, or Atrophy; In- 
flammations, or Ulcers of Lungs, Midriff, Stomach, 


Bowels, Kidneys, Bladder, Uterus, Pancras, &c: It 
ig | | | | * cures 
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middle of the Circle, the Steams or Smell of the Oil 


And as the Rectified Water is ſo powerful an Acid, it is 


incorporate with Water or watry Bodies, even tho' Lixi- 
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cures Pains and Flatulency in the Stomach, Want of Ap- 
petite, Indigeſtion, Loathing of Food, &c. It warms 
the Body, quickens Circulation, without Heating: It 
cools in Fevers, cures St. Anthony's Fire; is Pectoral, 
Deobſtruent, Diuretic, Anticmetic, Balſamic, Anti- 
Cachectic, Anti-Hyſteric, Anti-Hypochondriac, Vul- 
nerary; good in Dropſy and Gravel; its Acid Water is 
its Volatile Salt, which contains its Specific Virtues, 
Spirit of Wine, not Water, diſſolves its refinous Parts, 
and Water its Acid Spirit or Volatile Salt: It's a 
general Febrifuge, and wonderful Cordial, and great 
cooler: It's good againſt Poiſon, the Bite of veno- 
mous Beaſts, Palſies, Cramps, Convulſions: It's a 
Balſam contains the Virtues of moſt other Balſams, 
as of Peru, Tolu, Capivi, Gilead, Turpentine, Myrrh, 
Amber, &c. It preſerves dead Bodies embalmed in 
it from Putrefaction: It's Detergent and Diaphoretic: 
It's as efficacious as Gujac or the Woods: It anſwers 
all the Uſes of Aſſa-fœtida, Galbanum, Myrrh, and 
all the Nervous Reſins, and Gums of Trees and Shrubs: 4 
It poſſeſſes the Qualities of Elixir Proprietatis, Stough- 
ton's Drops, Spirit of Gujac, &c. only it works more 
lately: It braces lax Nerves, and relaxes the rigid ang, 
ſtiff: It has all the Virtues of ſoapy Medicines, Spirit 
of Gujac and Vinegar: It's of the Nature of Neutral 
Salts, but more friendly; hence its great Benefit in 
Epidemic Diſeaſes, Fevers, Inflammations, and Ob- 
ſtructions: Turpentine inflames and relaxes more than 
Tarr, which is good in Nephritic Pains, Nervous Cho- 
licks, &c. Tarr has all the Virtues of Chalybeat and 
Sulphur Waters: It emulates the Virtues of Gen- Seng: 
It's better than Vomits or Purges: It's a ſafer and more 
univerſal Remedy than Opium, Soap, or Mercury: It 
cures equally contrary Diſeaſes, and the ſame Diſeaſes 
from oppoſite Cauſes: It's both Paregorical and Cordial. 
In 1741, Tarr-Water cured twenty-five People of the 
Fever in his Family: It cures bloody Flux and Gan- 
grenes, from an internal Cauſe: It's good in almoſt the 
whole Tribe of Chronical Diſeaſes: It's excellent in the 
Scurvy, which contains the Seed of almoſt all Diſtem- WM 
pers, as Cholic, Nephritic, and Heptatic Pains, Synco- WW 
| cope, 
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Nt © cope, Dropſy, Fevers, &c. yea for all Sorts of Scurvy, 
| b © Alcaline, Acid, and Muriatic: It cures Tendernels, 
+ oloomy Spleens, Gout, Rheumatiſm, Stone, ſwelled & _ 
< obſtructed Glands; by rubbing the Teeth and Gums, it * 
preſerves them, ſweetens the Breath, clears and ſtreng- 
dens the Voice: It's a Specific in the Diſtempers of Sea- 
« faring Men, Ladies, and the Studious and Sedentary.* 
Thus his Lordſhip has found out an univerſal Remedy, 
and brought the Materia Medica into a very narrow Com- 1 
© paſs; not that he is (as he would have us believe) the firſt 
Diſcoverer of the phyſical Uſes of Tarr, and Tarr- Water, 'F 
for he has unluckily produced authentic Vouchers for the 
Uſe of Tarr and Tarr-Water, long before Himſelf, but 
It's quite new that a Juice obtain'd by Incineration, ſuch 
as Tarr is ſhould be ſtored with a volatile Salt, and as new 
that this volatile Salt, is it's acid Spirit or Water, which 
contains it's whole medical Virtues. It may be hoped, the 
World will kindly indulge his Lordſhip the Honour of theſe 
rare Diſcoverics, as well as of Tarr-Water being the beſt 
Medicine in Atrophies, from too great Perſpiration, and 
Propſies from too little; and that juſt as he pleaſes Tarr- 
Water i is a cooler, or heater, bracer, or relaxer, ſtimulant, \ 
E Parigoric, &c. it cools in Fevers, yet accelerates Cir- | 
tion. conveniet nulli gui diſidat ipſe fibi. For his Tarr- 
=_ Vater, (if he had meant Rectify'd or AÆtherial Oil of Tarr 
BE would not have been much amiſs) he ſets aſide all the 
ber Balſams, but he ſtill mutilates Phyſick more unmer- 
SE cifully, by ſubſtiruting Tarr in Room of Gujac and it's 
Preparations, and of the other Woods, and inſtead of all 
the fætid, and nervous Gums, Refins, Trees, and Shru bs, 
3 Elixir Proprietatis, Stoughton's Drops, Bitters, ſoapy Me- 5 
:dicines, Vinegar, neutral Salts, mineral Waters, Vomits, | 
E Purges, Opium, Mercury. &c. He not only recommended, 
but inſiſted on the Uſe of Tarr and Tarr- Water in all Inflam- 
mations and inflammatory F evers, tho he generouſly acknow- 
. 55 it to be a bracer, heater, ſtimulant and accellerator of 
e Blood's Circulation, a new Way of curing Inflammations. 
He fays the Water cools, and qualifies the Tarr, by put- 
7 only a Quart of it to a Gallon of Water, which was 
* be drunk at 16 Doſes, in 8 Days, half a Pint at a Time 


e and Morning at For the Prevention of and 
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oftener in Sickneſs. Now every one knows cold Water to 
be a bracer, and heater itſelf; but who beſides his Lord- 
ſpip has Courage enough Order cold Water to be drunk 
in Peripneumonies, Pleuriſies, Quinſies, &c. Vander Hey- 
deu has allo told us, that cold Water is a great Sudorific, 
well but the Heat of the Tarr qualifies the Coldneſs of the 
Water, and it again cools the Heat of the Tarr. But u- 
pon Tryal, that a Pint of waſh'd Tarr, by Diſtillation, 
affords only 1 Ounce and-3-4ths of Oil, and unwafhed Tarr 


3 Ounces 1-4th, here a Quart of Swediſp Tarr communi- 


cates above 3 Ounces of Oil to a Gallon of Water, which 
is 3 Drams to 1 Pint, or 6 Drams Averdupois Weight, or 
4 Scruples and a half to half a Pint of Tarr-Water, or go 
Drops of Oil to a Doſe, or 45 Drops in half a Pint where 
only a Pint of Tarr was put to a Gallon of Water. Tho), 
the Patentee orders only from 10 to 20 Drops for a Doſe, 
cold Water is found by Experience to promote both Urine, 
and Sweat; his Lordſhip ſays the ſame of Tarr-Water, 
how then can that be proper in inflammatory Diſeaſes, 
which opens all the Outlets of the Body, for the Diſcharge 
of the Serous Parts of the Blood, and thicken the Remain- 
der, and ſo rivet Obſtructions, and increaſes the Cauſe of 
the Diſeaſe, as well as accellerate the Circulation and brace 
the Solids ? Probably for theſe Reaſons the Patentee ho- 


neſtly, and prudently in his Advertiſements, cautions againſt 


the Uſe of this Oyl in bilious, and very ſanguine Conſti- 


tutions, and in acute inflammatory Diſorders, and in too 
quick and rapid Circulations of the Blood, even tho his 


Doſe of Oyl is not a Fourth of the Biſhop's, therefore not 


ſo dangerous if it ſhould happen to be improper: As to 


Tarr-Water curing 25 of his Family of the Fever, in the 
Year 1741, when bleeding, vomiting, .purging, bliſtering, 


&c. were ineffectual, it's moſt credible, for that being 4 


Slow, putrid Malignant Fever, would ſuffer no Evacuati- 


on, the Diſeaſe was attended with the greateſt Diſpoſition. . 
to Putreſaction, their Stool, Sweat, Urine, Spittle, all moſt 
intolerably fætid, the Pulſe flower, and weaker than in 
Health; had he ranſack'd the whole Materia Medica he 


could not have found a better Remedy ; as it is a warmer, 


invigorator and a ſpecial Antileptic, and as ſuch may be a 


good preventative, or mitigator of the Small Pox, & ſuch 
| 3 
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Diſeaſes as naturally tend to, or terminate in Come ſort of 


Putrefaction; for the ſame Reaſon, it muſt be a power- 
ful good Remedy in Epidemic Diſeaſes; from a long 
ſoutherly, moiſt, rainy, wet Conſtitution of the Air, and 
after long Heat and Drought, which exhauſt the Animal 


Juices, and diſpoſe to Putrefaction, as was the Caſe in 


1741, a herd Froſt in 1740, long Drought and great Heat, 
together with Dearth and Famine. Gn the lame Account 
Oil of Tarr will be a Specific in Diſeaſes trom Famine, or 
from unwholſome Food; and in rainy Years, from eating 
too much crude raw uit, or bad Bread from ſpoil'd 
Corn -or Grain, eſpecially young People, who at ſuch 
Times have their Bowels crouded with Worms. But 
Farr, Tarr-Water, and Oil, muſt certainly be as dange- 
rous in Epidemics, from too great a fullneſs or thickneſs 
of Blood, and Animal Juices, with rigid Solids, after hard 
Froſt, long Storms, cold Drought, cold Eaſterly or Nor- 
therly Winds, and generally in Spring Diſeaſes, the Baſis 
of whoſe Cures depends on Bleeding, Diluting, Relaxing, 
and Evacuations. As to Quinſeys, Tarr ſeems to have 
nothing to do with the Inflammatory, purulent with a 
Hectic, Schirrous nor Cancerous to the mild Adematous 
and Catarrhous, its Oil may be of ſignal Service; nor 
ſeems it improper in the Convullive, inwardly uſed and 
outwardly applied. Whatever his Lordſhip plcaſes to aſ- 
ſert, Tarr ſeems very improper in Peripneumonies, from 
an Inflammation, Impoſthumation, callous Tumour, or 
Schirrus. In ſpurious Peripneumonies, from a flow Phlegm 
Tarr is an excellent Remedy. The like is true of Tarr 
in all other acute genuine Inflammations, whether of the 
Brain, Midriff, Stomach, Bladder, Inteſtines, Uterus, 
Kidneys, Liver, &c. and in Chronic Diſeaſes, from an 
Aromatic Fatneſs, Sluggiſh, Oilneſs, Briny, Saltneſs, or 
predominant Acrimony. 

Bur to leave his Lordſhip, and corne to Caſes wherein 
Tarr and its Preparations ſeem moſt proper. 1. A Pally, 
eſpecially where it is accompanied with a Coldneſs, In- 
ſenſibility, and waſting of the Parts, here the Oil ſhould 
be given twice or thrice a Day, and the affected Part ſha- 
ved, and well bathed with common Oil of Tarr daily, 


and wrapt up betwixt anointings in a thick Plaiſter of 
black 
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black Pitch. 2. In Epilepſies, if not Hereditary, born 
with the Patient, nor from ſome Diſeaſe of the Brain, or 
hidden Impoſthume; but will be uſeful if the Diſtemper 
comes from Worms, Pains, Acidity, Flatulency, or o- 
ther Diſorders of the Stomach, Hyiterics; *&e-** 3. In a 
Scurvy, from a Thickneſs, Sluggiſhnefs, Coldneſs of the 
greater Veſſels, or Paleneſs, commonly called a cold Scur- 


vy. 4. For a Cachexy, or bad Habit of Body, with a 


Fullneſs over the Surface of the whole Body, Toughneſs 
of the Juices, white, pale, yellow, or greeniſh Complex- 
10n. And as this Oil promotes Urine and Perſpiration, 
invigorates the Veſlels, accelerates Circulation, warms and 
rarifies the Blood: It's uſeful in beginning Dropſies, whe- 
ther general over the whole Body, or particular, if ufed 
with proper Evacuants and Strengtheners. And being 
warming and Diaphoretic, it's good in the Gout and 
Rheumatiſm, uſed both inwardly and outwardly, where 
there is no inflammatory Fever. It's highly improper in 
Cholicks, from Inflammations of the Bowels, Iliac Paſ- 
ſion, Bilious Cholicks, harden'd excrements, and the 
like, but of ſpecial Uſe in Cholicks from Wind pent up 
in the Bowels, ſhitting from Place to Place, and in windy 


Ruptures; or from Hyppo or Hyſtericks, or in Arthritic®. 
Cholicks, when the Bowels are emptied, and in Scorbu- 


tic, Nephritic, Convulſive, Nervous, or pituitous Cholicks., 


Ir is alſo good in Diſorders of the Stomach from Wind, 
Heart-burn, ſcur Belchings of thick Phlegm, with Co 


tiveneſs; Pain at the Stomach, Loathing of Food, In- 
Appetency, Indigeſtion, from Coldneſs, Weakneſs, Sour- 


neis, Windyneſs, Rawneſs, &c of the Stomach. This 


Oil is no leſs ſerviceable in beginning Dropſies, from a 
Weakneſs or Sluggiſhneſs of the Veſſels, Lentor, Seroſtty, 
and Spiritleſsneſs of the Fluids, as it is warming, invigo- 
rating, Diaphoretic, and Diuretic; and alſo in Swellings 
in particular Places, from a Congeſtion of viſcid or watry 
Humours, with lax or over-diſtended Veſſels, whether 
Glands or Lymphaticks. In a hot Head-ach, from too 
much or too rarified Blood or Bile, it's bad; but in a cold 
Head-ach, from Phlegm, a flow Circulation, or a ſup- 
preſſed Perſpiration, or in a bad State of the Humours, 


as when too viſcid, leaving a Lentor on the inſides of the 
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Veſſels, tending to a Phlegmatic Apoplexy; or in Epilep- 
fies, or Vertigos, from a Flatulency, Acidity, Viſcidity, 
Diſtenſion, or Irritation of the Stomach, it is good in all 
theſe Caſes. It's inward Ule, and outward Application, 
is excellent in Palſies, Numbneſs, or Pining of any Fart 
from Cold or cold Cauſes. In Colds and Catarrhs it is 
Pectoral, promotes Perſpiration and Urine, ſmooths tlie 
Parts irritated by acrid {aline Humours; thus alſo its ſer- 
viceable in obſtinate dry Coughs, and where the Lungs 
IS over-charged with tough cold Phlegm, and they not a- 
ble to reſiſt it; for this Oil being Balfamic, it anſwers the 
Intentions of other Balſams. It's very uſeful in a Cory- 
za, Tooth-ach, or ſwelling of the Face from cold catch- 
ed, by rubbing it on and taking it inwardly; and in the 
Kar-ach, 'Deatneſs, dullneſs of Hearing, Ulcers, or Noiſe 


in the Ears, from Cold, or a Relaxation of the Drum of 


| the Ear, or ſtuffed up with Wax, by dropping it in. 
Irx's of ſpecial Benefit in Aſthma's, from obſtructed 
Secretions, Cachexies, bad Digeſtion, Crude Chyle, or 


ſudden Changes of Weather, Viſcid or over loading Hu- 


mours, Colds, or Diſtention of the Glands; and in Sur- 
feits from cold, or drinking cold ſmal] Liquors unſeaſon- 


Weather, to extremes. And in Looſeneſſes, with thin 
Vatry inodorous Stools, with little or no Pain, or Gripes, 
hut by no means when the Stools are bilious, hot, bloo- 
"4 attended with Heat, Fever, and Thirſt. Nor is it 
improper in a Looſeneſs, where the Stools are either indi- 


together, It's alſo good in a Stoppage of Urine, from 


convulſive Motions, or Cramp in the Neck of the Blad- 


der, or from Sludge, ſmall Sand, &c. pent up there, if 
given both by the Mouth and ir. Gliſters: Nor is it im- 
proper in Ulcers of the Reins, Bladder, or Womb, with- 
out Inflammation or Stones there. And in the Piles or 
Hemorrhoids, from a Weakneſs or Fullneſs of thoſe Veſ- 
Tels, Wateryneſs of the Blood, old Age, &c. or in a 
weakneſs or falling down of the ſtrait Gut, being rubbed 
on, after fomenting with Aflringents. And in recent 
mild Claps, after gentle Purging once rubbing it on, 


kills Crabbs — Anoiating with it, is good in 
the 
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1 bly, weak Digeſtion, Crude Chyle, or ſudden Changes 


gefted or quite crude from a bad Digeſtion, and looſeneſs 
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the Sciatica or Hyp-Gout, or other obſtinate Scorbutic, 
Rheumatic, or Flatulent Pains. It's alſo good in Ob- 
ſtruction of Womens Terms, from a Lentor or Viſcidity | 
0! the Blood, Cold catch'd, or cold Water drunk unſea- 
| fouably. It's admirable in the Green Sickneſs or Whites, 
It often effectually cures them, and brings down the Reds. 
And allo in Barrenneſs, from a Coldneſs, Weakneſs, or 
Slipperyneſs of the Womb, or a Redundancy of Moiſture 
there, as the whites, or of the Veſſels and Ligaments of 
the Uterus. It's a noble Medicine in Wounds and Punc- 
[2 tures, eſpecially of the Head, in Shakings or Tremblings 
4 | of the Head, Hands, or Limbs, Lowneſs of Spirits, 
k | Stitches of the Side not inflammatory, in a decayed watry 
pale ſtate of Blood; for Fiſtula's and Ulcers, King's Evil, 
Sores old or new; often ſhifting Pains, for an Emphy- 
ſema; it expells or takes off Eruptions of the Skin, helps 
pain and weakneſs of the Back applied outwardly, or 
rubb'd on watry white Swellings; it cures Sprains and 
Bruiſes, and indeed in moſt inward Diſeaſes from cold 
Cauſes, or weak, lax, flabby, and flatulent Habits; in 
groſs Phlegmatic Conſtitutions, and where the Animal 
Juices are weak, watry, ſizy, thin and poor: But to ſum |} 
up all in our late Prelates more Scholaſtic Language, s 
the Medicine is warming, ſtimulant, invigorating, emolli- 
ent, diſcutient, anodyne, repellent, digeſtive, carminative, J}8 
corroborant, ſtomachic, alexipharmic, vulnerary, nervous, 
diaphoretic, anthi-elmenthic, and an increaſer of the. Fzs > I 
Vitæ. Hence the Patentee juſtly obſerves in his Adv 14 
tiſement, that tho' theſe Oils are well ſuited to ſuch a 
Variety of Diſorders in the above Habits, yet he does not 
recommend them in all Conſtitutions, but diſſuades from 
'F a liberal Uſe of them by the Choleric or Bilious, and by 
4 very ſanguine, plethoric, and inflammatory Temperaments, 
| or ſuch as have too quick, rapid, and ftrong a Circulation, 
as moſt Hectic Perſons have; nor would have their in- 
ternal Uſe continued too long together without Intermiſ- 
ſion, tho* ſome Caſes require a much longer Ule of them 
than others, as ſeveral Months together. 
Ir may not be improper here to inſert, Parkinſon's 
Account of the Virtues of Tarr, taken almoſt Word for 


Word from Dioſcorides, who lived 1700 Years ago, and 
__ Galen, 
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Galen, who flouriſhed 1600 Years ago, and Mathiolns, 
= who wrote near 200 Years ſince, and Pliuy, who wrote 
about the -70th of Chriſt, and all of them borrowed from 
Theophraſtus, a learned Phyſician in Ariffotle's Time, a- 
bout Alexander the Great's Reign, (which proves the Uſe 
of Tarr in Medicines before Dr. Berkley's Time) tay they, 
the Tarr Water that come firſt out with the Tarr, cures 
Tettars, Ring-Worms, and Itch, by waſhing with it, and : 
heals up Scabs or. Scalds in the Head. Tarr is hotter Y 
than Pitch, and is uſed againſt Poiſon, and againſt a 1 
Phthyſic, Cough, or thick ſtiff Phlegm in the Lungs, 1 
and brought up with Difficulty; and for Hoarſeneſs and [7 
tough Phlegm. Mix'd with Salt and applied to any Part 
bit by a Serpent, it is good; and mix'd with as much 
Wax, it takes away the roughneſs of the' Nails. It helps 
the Hardneſs of the Womb, chaps in the Anus, or of the 
* Hands and Feet, and checks the ſpreading of Ulcers; it 
breaks and diſſolves ſwelling under the Ears and Throat, L 
or King's-Evil, being made in a Poultice with Barley- 3 
Meal, and Boy's Urine, and applied warm ; dropp'd into 4 
the Ears with Oil of Rofes it cleanſes and heals Ulcers $ 
there, applied with Brimſtone, Bark of the Pine Tree or 
En; it ſtays creeping Ulcers; it cures Tettars or Ring- 
1 i it diſcuſſes Hardneſs or Tubercles on the Vagi- 
na, Penis, or Anus, made into a cerate with Franckin- 
cenſe, it heals up ſinous Ulcers from the bottom; or bea- 
me with Honey, it heals up Ulcers; beaten up with 
Figs or Raiſins, it cleanſes away the Scurff from Carbun- 
cles and putrid Ulcers. Tarr warmed with powdered 
Franckincenſe and Maſtich, and laid to the hinder Part of 
the Head ſhaven, raiſes up the relaxed Uvula or Palate. 
Tarr warms more than dries, Pitch dries more than warms. 
Tarr has fine thin attenuating Parts, whereby its uſeful 
to Aſthmatics and Ulcerated Lungs: It has alſo a digeſt- 
ing and cleanſing Property; put into Cataplaſms it di- 
| geſts or concocts all hard and crude -Humours; but Pitch 
agglutinates Wounds better. Dry Pitch heats, ſoftens, 
promotes ſupperation and diſcharge; diſcuſſes Pimples and 
Boils; fills up Ulcers; is profitably mix'd with all exter- 
nal Vulneraries. It is reckoned a preſent Remedy in the 
Gout. Sartbolin ſays, that the Norvegians drink Tarr in 
& | eir 
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their Beer, in malignant Fevers, with great Succeſs. 


Clauderus, and others, tell us, that Medicines prepared 
with Tarr, are famous in Scorbutic Diſorders; even Firr 
Tops put into Diet drinks are excellent herein. Wagne- 
rus ſays, that one third of the Oil of Firr Cones, and 


two Parts Oil of Roſes, is moſt comfortable in all Wounds, 
but chiefly thoſe of the Head, with a fractured Bone. It 


cures Tettars, and waſtes Warts. Evelyn ſays, that Stems 


of Trees ſmeared with Tarr, are kept from being cropp'd 
or bark'd by Beaſts, and from being kill'd by Winter 


Storms and Blaſts. All know, that Sheep laid with Tarr, 


Butter, and Urine, at Martinmaſs, are thereby kept warm 


in the Winter, and preſerv'd from Famine and Vermin, in 
Northern Countries. Tarr laid in the Wounds or Ulcers 
of Sheep or Beaſts, quickly heats them, prevents Mag- 
gots breeding in them, or Flies eating or reſting on them. 
Pitching or Tarring of Wood, preſerves it from Worms, 
or rotting, ſo great an Enemy is Tarr to all Sorts of Ver- 
min, either in Animals or Vegetables. Pliny ſays, the 
antient Romans medicated their Wines with Pitch and 
Roſin : And he ſays, the Ægyptians preſetved their dead 
Bodies in them, to prevent their Putrefaction. The late 


Plague of London infected no Places near Stores of Pitch 
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and Tarr, ſays Hodges. | 

Taz Firr-Tree affords two Sorts of Roſin, viz. | 
quid, commonly, (but falfly ſays Ray) called Venice" ur- 
pentine, is but little, and got trom the Knots of young 
Firrs when wounded; it's of the Conſiſtence of that of 
the Larch Tree, but clearer, bitterer, moſt fragrant, and 


Imells like the Peel of Citron Apple. 2. The dry Ro- 


ſin, which reſembles Franckincenſe, both in Shape and 
Ule, Dioſcorides prefers Firr Roſin to all others: To it, 
the Antients aſcribe many and great Virtues, eſpecially in 
freſh Wounds, and chiefly thoſe of the Head. An Ounce 
of its Powder drunk in any Liquor, ſay they, expells 
Stone, Gravel, and Sand, from the Kidneys, provokes 
Urine, eaſes Sciatic and Gouty Pains; is good in a viru- 
lent Gonorhæa, drunk ſeveral Mornings together. In the 
Gout, alen orders Powders of ground Pine, Sage, and 
Stechas to be put to it. An Ounce of powdered Roſin, 
boiled in two Ounces of Oil, then mixed with Broth, and 


thrown 
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. Pen up in a Glyſter, cures any I. ooſeneſs or Dyſſen- 
tery. The Powder given in Boluſſes, cures Spitting of 
Blood, and Pain of the Breaſt, if no Hectic Fever attend. 
II . and heals Ulcers; in Plaiſters, it ripens, moves 
. and heals the Scab or Cruſt; ſome infuſe the 
Liquid in drink againſt the Stone, and Obſtructions of the 
4 Vilcera, ſays Schroder.  VWarneras ſays, it warms and moi- 
es conſumes and ſeparates, ſtrengthens the Joints, 
». Waſtes Swellings, eaſes Gouty and Sciatic Pains; and in 
Plaiſters encreaſes Matter, cleanſes and incarnates the 
Nds and expells the Stone, &c. In Plaiſters, it eaſes 
che Pain of the Corns, and partly roots them out. It is 
as effectual as Powder of Amber in a Clap, or as dried 
Lr ran This with Olibanum and Maſtich make 
a fine Fumigation, to dry up Rheums and Catarrhs. 
THrzsz are ſome of the Diſorders and Forms which 
Tarr was formerly uſed, but chiefly externally, becauſe 
of its Nauſeouſneſs and Diſagreeableneſs to the Taſte and 
E Stomach, when taken in Subſtance ; from theſe Hints we 
may ſee the high Opinion the Ancients had of it, which 
Time muſt have worn out, had not its Uſe been attend- 
with anſwerable Succeſs; and therefore caſt about 
e rorms to make its inward Uſe more palatable and 
atecable. The Norvegians were the firſt Europeans who 
o the Way of infuſing it in drink to be taken in 
; 25 Fevers: and the native Americans infuſed it in 
Water, and made Tarr- Water to drink for cutaneous Diſ- 
- eaſes. They were imitated by Dr. Berkley, and that Me- 
YI thod improved by Dr. Hales, till drinking Tarr-Water 
became faſhionable; then it became a Subject of Contro- 
verly ; all Parties fought | in the dark, no Side ſetting pro- 
per Bounds or Limits to its Uſes, nor could they, whilſt 
they knew not of what Principle Tarr conſiſted, nor what 
Proportion its Principle bare to one another, nor what 
it loſt by Infuſion in Water, nor how much, or what it 
gained from it, which was only to be done by a Chymical 
Analyſis ; and after all, the above Analyſis has Al left 
us in the dark, whether any, or what Quantity of fix'd 
Salt its Calx or Caput Mortuum contains. But by the 
' Patentee's preſent Management of Tarr, both Man and 
Beaſt is accommodated with a moſt E excellent, 
ul 
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| uſeful, and extenſive (tho' far from univerſal) Remedy, 


to the Uſe of which ſome general neceſſary Bounds are 


here mark'd out. The therial Oil, which is the beſt 
and pureſt of all, is a noble, warming, invigorating, bal- 
ſamic, reſtorative, rich and pleaſant aromatic Oil; has all 
in it that ſuch aromatics are poſſels'd off, The Rectified 
Oil having in it ſome of the Acid Water and Balſam, or 
groſs Parts of the Tarr, (which occaſions its yellow Co- 
lour, Specks, and Clouds in it) is-not fo pleaſing to the 
Mouth and Stomach, yet very eficacious. The common 
Oil, that comes over on the firit Diſtillation, is moſtly 
uſed inwardly to Brutes, and ourwardly alſo: It, and the 
Balſam are only uſed outwardly to People. The Rectified 
Acid Spirit, which is almoſt Volatile, may juſtly be 
reckoned the chief of Vegetable Acids; and for Medicinal 
Purpoſes, much preferable to Mineral Acids. The firſt 
two Oils of Tarr are neat elegant Medicines in Compari- 
ſon of Tarr Pills formerly uted ; which had ſeldom Tarr 
in them, but a Naphtha, or Bitumen, exuding from a 
Rock in Barbadoes ; therefore, not only uſeleſs, but hurt- 
ful in many Caſes, where Tarr is moſt beneficial, 
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